For Immediate Release-Springfield, IL

Organizers of Springfield Air Rendezvous have put a great deal of thought and consideration into the 2007 air show.  It is with a great deal of emotion and a heavy heart that they have come to the conclusion that the best thing to do is to not host an air show this coming year.  
2007 would have been the 25th anniversary event for Springfield Air Rendezvous.  Due to escalating expenses, it has become difficult to fund this event and keep it affordable for everyone with a low ticket price.  The goal of Springfield Air Rendezvous has always been to provide aviation education along with fun and affordable family entertainment.  

Air Rendezvous is grateful to all of the wonderful corporate sponsors that have assisted with this event over its past 24 years.  Without their support, the event simply would not have been possible.  The hundreds of volunteers, including its board of directors, have given so much to the event and to the community.  Again, without their support, the event would not have been possible. And, lastly, the fans have been fantastic.  There are so many people that have attended each and every year of Springfield Air Rendezvous.  It’s evident that they will be saddened to see the event end.  All of the military participants should also be commended for their outstanding support.  The IL Air and Army National Guard have been strategic in supporting this event especially the 183rd Fighter Wing and their F-16 Fighting Falcons.
SAR is a not-for-profit, 501(c) 3 organization.  Its main goal is to provide aviation education.  The event has provided almost $70,000 in aviation scholarship monies to Lincoln Land Community College’s Foundation.  Over 50 students have benefited from this program and many have returned to the event as volunteers in order to give back to their community.  In addition, when proceeds exceeded expenses, monies were donated to many area charitable organizations.  An amount exceeding $750,000 has been given back to the community with these donations.  

Kim Curry, Air Show Coordinator for the past 14 years said, “This is a very emotional decision for all of us but it is best for the event.  We believe we are being good stewards for the air show in coming to this conclusion.  We do have aspirations of continuing with fund raising events throughout the year in order to continue the aviation scholarship program.  This program has served our community well.  I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank each and every person that has been affiliated with the event as it is their assistance that has proven success to the air show.”
Organizers say that many air shows similar to Springfield Air Rendezvous have also shut down their operations due to the rising costs of producing such a large and expensive event.  Springfield Air Rendezvous is among only a handful of air shows that has experienced such a long successful run.  The entire air show industry will be saddened by this decision.  Many performers love to participate here in Springfield as they think the community is extremely friendly and they admire the organization of the event itself.  Springfield Air Rendezvous has won many awards within the air show industry but SAR is keen to point out that much of the creativity behind these awards is found right here within our own community with local businesses creating the materials that won the awards.  Many of these trophies can be seen on display at businesses such at Donna’s House of Type, Insight Communications and Clear Channel Radio.
Springfield Air Rendezvous would like to offer a huge thank you to everyone within our community for their outstanding support throughout its many years.  Kim Curry says, “never say never so there might just be another event in the future but for now we are standing down”.  
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