It’s been a GREAT…….
This may come as a shock to some of you, others will totally understand.  Springfield Air Rendezvous, a long running mid size show is folding its tent and ending.  Never say never but for now, no more show.  Springfield Air Rendezvous (SAR) would have celebrated its 25th Anniversary Air Show in 2007.  Skyrocketing costs and the increasing difficulty in securing jet teams has finally caught up with this great event.  Our local F-16 Air National Guard unit has been hit with BRAC and will be loosing its flying component of the wing.  The air show board of directors has chosen to be good stewards of the event and not run it into the ground financially.  This difficult and emotional decision is tough as so many have poured their hearts and souls into the air show.  Everyone in Springfield that has served on the board or been a volunteer is saddened by this decision as they are passionate about Air Rendezvous.  

I have served as the SAR Air Show Coordinator for 14 years now.  This has been a hard decision to make but it’s the right one.  We have forged so many wonderful and life long relationships with our air show family.  This is an air show that began in 1983 and has hosted such air show greats as Leo Loudenslager, Art Scholl, Bob Hoover (and that was in the same year in 1984).  Bobby Younkin, Jimmy Franklin, Montaine and Daniel of the French Connection, have all been here many times.  You can’t have 24 years of annual air show and not have done something right.  Our sponsors are what have allowed us to have such longevity and our volunteers make it happen each and every year.
With ICAS number 393, we began attending the convention way back when.  Building relationships with the air show family members has been the best part of the event.  From the get go, we hired the very best in the business.  SAR has been like a roller coaster ride both emotionally and financially but we always seem to pull out of the debt part and move on to success.  Dedication is the word that comes to mind when producing this event.  SAR has always made extraordinary efforts to put up an affordable family-oriented event using a variety of performers and performer types.  Our goal has been to bring in a multi ship team, a hard core solo act, military demos, warbirds and then top it off with a few specialty acts that make the crowd either gasp or laugh but always hold their attention.  We’ve always hired professional announcers and most recently it has been Herb Hunter, a performer in his own right.  Our fan base is solid and they love seeing and meeting the performers and seeking autographs.  Many performers have said they’ve never signed so many autographs as at Springfield Air Rendezvous.  The local media is very saddened by this turn of events as they have benefited from rides, rides and more rides.  Many performers have told me that they’ve never seen such dedicated media rides.  Recently, a large radio group in town had a management change.  When I first met with this new manager, she said, “Kim, I don’t know what it is about this event but when I walked in the door, everyone said we HAVE to continue working with the air show”.  I told her, that’s easy; I bribe everyone with fun rides.  It’s an experience that they will never forget and they’ll talk about it for years to come.  Luckily, she laughed and took what I said as a positive and we’ve been friends ever since.
I believe the success of SAR can be contributed to the production team itself.  There is a great deal of longevity within our board and other volunteers.  They know what needs to be done and just do it!  The amount of respect and love within our organization simply astounds me.  Many get their responsibilities taken care of then go around asking to help others when crunch time is happening.  The FUN FACTOR in Springfield Air Rendezvous is always at a peak level.  Jokes being played on each other and laughter are heard all weekend long.  The air show weekend is the fun part.  It’s the getting there that’s the tough part.  From worrying about the weather to hoping folks show up for the party.  The things that you can control, we do well, the things that we can’t; we light candles and pray and hope for the best.  Believe it or not, in 24 years of annual air show, SAR has never been rained out completely.  We’ve had extreme hot.  We’ve had extreme cold.  But, we’ve never had a gully washer which is amazing.  Many air show producers have visited SAR throughout the years and are typically amazed at the organization within our group.  Again, it’s the continuity factor and the mutual respect for all.  We have always tried our best to treat people the way we would like to be treated.  That includes the Red Carpet for performers and the extra little touches for the fans to experience both in the air and on the ground.  

We’ve tried some crazy things throughout the years of SAR like putting up a total night show in 1997.  We opened the gates at 3 and began the show at 6 with a brief break after dark to put up the spectacular night performers.  SAR has been putting up night shows at their Hangar Party since 1986.  We even had a car flying through the air landing on junk cars for a spectacular stunt routine.  Mixing it up and having fun while doing it is the key to success in our minds.  

Now the party is over and its time to turn the page to a new chapter in our lives.  The community will miss Springfield Air Rendezvous and I’d like to believe that our air show family will miss us too.  One must never say never and maybe there is a big sponsor out there that would like to take on the hosting of this show but for now, we fly off into the sunset with our heads held high and our time left to be productive elsewhere.  It is our pleasure to say thank you to all that read this article whether you are a performer, another producer or an air show fan.  We’ve loved our time with you and wish everyone the very best life has to offer.  Stay safe, stay in touch and blue skies to all.
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