For Immediate Release-Springfield, IL

Springfield Air Rendezvous’ board of directors announce the 24th annual air show to be held on June 24 & 25, 2006 at Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport.  Air Show Coordinator, Kim Curry says “there will be a record number of aircraft flying at this year’s air show.”  She said, “we could not have brought this lineup together without the good will of nationally known performers that communicated with us and are eager to fly this show”.  


Springfield Air Rendezvous was founded in 1983, and is a not for profit 501(c)3 organization produced by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.  Each year, proceeds above expenses are donated to other charitable organizations.  SAR’s main goal is to provide affordable family-oriented entertainment to our community with emphasis on aviation education.  Air Rendezvous funds several aviation scholarship programs at Lincoln Land Community College.  To date, Air Rendezvous has donated over $60,000 to this program alone and assisted over 50 students in their aviation education goals.

This year, Air Rendezvous is excited to welcome several national air show stars performing for the first time in Illinois; including the US Jet Team, a civilian flight demonstration jet team.  Kim Curry said, “we are always asked the question, do you have a jet team?  This year’s answer is YES.”  The US Jet Team roster includes former Flight Leader, Scott Lesh who organized the team in 1988, former astronaut Curt Brown, commander of Space Shuttle flight STS-95 which returned space pioneer Senator John Glenn to earth orbit and finally wingman, Chuck Smith, a native of Rock Island, Illinois and University of Illinois graduate. 
Another popular question for the air show each year is what’s new?  In addition to a host of performers never seen in the Midwest, Air Rendezvous will bring an entire new concept of ground entertainment to the event itself.  “I think we have something that will prove to be extremely well received”, said Kim Curry.  Mark Hagar, a movie stunt man that coordinates stunts on the movie, Dukes of Hazard will perform a car ramp jump with a surprise ending.  Mark’s company, Dangerous Moments Stunts will be accompanied by a film crew from SPIKE TV for future airing on the popular cable channel.
For the first time in the history of the air show, organizers will provide an area to showcase performing groups highlighting Central Illinois talent.  This area will operate simultaneously to the activities in the air.  “This will be an opportunity for air show visitors to become acquainted and entertained with a variety of non aviation talent,” coordinator Curry explained. Any organization with something to share on an open tent stage is invited to call the SAR office (789-4400) for more information.
In addition to the Community Talent Showcase area, Springfield Air Rendezvous will be hosting a Dodgeball Tournament during the air show weekend.  “Dodgeball has become quite popular since the movie and we are going to have some big fun with this area.  I can see this becoming an annual event within an event”, said Curry.

Friday, June 23 will kick off the air show weekend with a beautiful night air show featuring a Family Viewing Area capped by the traditional “christening” display of Central Illinois Fireworks.

Springfield Air Rendezvous’ popular PreVous (street party) is scheduled for May 26th featuring local rock bands; Lost Boys and F5 held downtown on Washington Street.

For further information about this year’s Springfield Air Rendezvous, visit www.springfield-il.com/airshow or phone 217/789-4400.
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